EBENEZER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
4901 Woodbine Road
Sykesville, Maryland 21784
(410)795-6136
Rev. Judith A. Emerson, Pastor
Linda Bange, Music Director and Organist

Order of Worship

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 14, 2024
10:00 AM

WELCOME

Welcome to Ebenezer United Methodist Church. We are blessed by your presence with
us this morning. May this time of worship be a blessing to you today and in the week ahead.
Please use this time to be in silent prayer.

LIGHTING THE CANDLES
THE PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come, give to the Lord your praises of thanksgiving.
We come this day, grateful for God’s wondrous gifts to us!
Sing with great enthusiasm of God’s truth and love.
We celebrate that love and truth that frames our lives.
It is a wonderful thing to lift praises to God!
May God’s praise always be in our hearts and in our lives.

*HYMN “ Shine, Jesus, Shine ” TFWS No. 2173
OPENING PRAYER

We gather this day, God, as one people seeking your guiding love. Today, Lord,
open our hearts, our minds, and our eyes to see that truth exists and that it is in your
Word, and give us the strength to stand firm in that truth. Create a new people in this

place Lord, so that we leave here with hearts on fire for you. Amen.

EPISTLE LESSON 2 John 1-6
Our Epistle reading this morning emphasizes living in truth and love, affirming
that truth is found in Christ and calling us to walk in his commandments.

GOSPEL LESSON John 18: 33-38
Our Gospel reading this morning presents Pilate's poignant and ironic question to
Jesus, "What is truth?", while the Truth made flesh stood before him.

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

HYMN “Thy Word is a Lamp” UMH No. 601
SERMON “Truth Matters: What is Truth?” David Rapids
HYMN “Blessed Assurance” UMH No. 369

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING
Announcements
Offertory

*Doxology “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH No. 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen.



*Presentation of Gifts
*Prayer of Dedication
God of abundance, we don’t give because you make us or because anyone else
is watching. We give because we know your truth, we live in it, we rejoice in it, and we
pray that through the ministries of this church more may come to know you. Help this
church to live with a heart on fire, loving others in big and bold ways as you love us.
We pray all of this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

*HYMN “Trust and Obey” UMH No. 467
*BLESSING WITH DISMISSAL

*POSTLUDE



Announcements
July 14, 2024

CAMP MANIDOKAN starts today. Prayers for all those campers going to camp for the
week AND for all the adult volunteers. They are going to need them!

VBS 2024 is coming up quickly! July 22nd thru July 26", 6:00-8:30 PM. If you are available
to help for VBS week, please contact Cindi Arnold, darno455@aol.com. Sign up at
https://ebenezerunitedmethodistchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/ Music CD/Downloads are
available now! This year we would like to ask for monetary donations toward our VBS
dinners. If you would like to support this need, mark checks with VBS Dinners. Any
questions please contact Sandy Wean.

VBS FOR ADULTS There will be an adult class during VBS (6:00-8:30 PM) led by Rev.
Rick Gray. If you are not busy July 22™- 26th, join us for some lively discussions.

PASTOR’S SABBATH LEAVE The second half of Rev. Judy’s sabbath leave has begun.
Rev. Judy will return for worship on Sunday, August 25, 2024. Retired clergy and lay
volunteers will be present to lead worship, continue the ministry and administrative work of
the church and respond to pastoral care needs. If you have a pastoral emergency please
contact Lori Rapids on her cell phone @ 443-487-1149 or in the church office. Lori will
check phone messages and email regularly and connect you with the pastor on call as needed.

CHURCH PICNIC Mark your calendars and save the date, August 25" for our Annual
Ebenezer Church Picnic. More information to come soon.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
June 2, 2024 — September 1, 2024
One Service at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
June — August
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Church Office: 410-795-6136
Website: ebenezerumchurch.org
Email: eumcwinfield@gmail.com
Pastor’s Email: revjac@aol.com

Summer Office Hours
Tues & Thurs 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Church Office: 410-795-6136
Website: ebenezerumchurch.org
Email: eumcwinfield@gmail.com
Pastor’s Email: revjac@aol.com

Summer Office Hours
Tues & Thurs 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon

Nursery

Infants through Kindergarten during worship!

Pastor
Rev. Judy Emerson

Co-Treasurers
Steve & Katie Cave

Mausic Director
Linda Bange

Nursery Coordinator
Lisa Humpbhries

Secretary
Lori Rapids

Nursery Coordinator
Susan Rodriguez
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Date Offering Attendance
Last Week: 07/07/24 $7616.50 110
Worship Leaders 10:00 AM -
Ushers Rick & Brenda Baker -
Liturgist Deb Mathias -
Acolyte Derek Jones -
Date Event Time
July 18™ Holly Mart Crafters 9:30 — 12:00 PM
July 14th-19th Camp Manidokan -
July 220 — 26t VBS 6:00 — 8:30 PM
August 25 Church Picnic After Worship
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