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January 12, 2025

Baptism of the Lord Sunday

WELCOME

Welcome to Ebenezer United Methodist Church. We are happy you are worshipping
with us this morning. We pray this time will be a blessing to you. Let us begin in silent
prayer as we listen to our prelude.
Ken Middleton

PRELUDE (SOLO) “Gesu Bambino”

LIGHTING THE CANDLES

*CALL TO WORSHIP

God's voice speaks to our empty hearts.

God invites us to remember our baptism.

God's voice flows like the living waters of grace.

God calls us to be peacemakers to a world of broken hopes.

Let us worship God, remember our baptism and be thankful.
*OPENING HYMN “Spirit Song”’ UMH No.347
OPENING PRAYER

God our Creator, you offered your servant Jesus as Savior to all humankind. His
coming among us opened our eyes to the light of justice, peace and salvation. By the
River Jordan, you anointed Jesus to carry out his mission. Anoint us now with your
Holy Spirit so that we can hear the Word you are speaking to us and respond in how
we live each day. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION
To a world of brokenness, God speaks of healing. Let us confess how we have failed
to hear God speaking to us, as we pray together.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O God, temptation continues to spin us until we are out of control. We cling to
your hope and grace each day. Forgive us and touch us with your Holy Spirit so we
may be restored to new life; touch us with your grace, so we may offer forgiveness to
all people; touch us with your peace, so we might be healers to this world. Lord, speak
to us, help us to listen and respond. This we pray in the name of the One who went
into the waters of baptism to cleanse us of our sin, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Hear the good news: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life is finished.
Behold, new life has begun. Believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.
SUNG RESPONSE “Jesus, Name Above All Names” TFWS No. 2071
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 43:1-7
The servant songs of Isaiah are like ballads written about Jesus, centuries before he
was born. They describe the noble figure and why he is to be revered.

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Luke places Jesus' baptism before the start of his public ministry to identify Jesus as
the chosen servant foretold by Isaiah.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN “Spirit of the Living God” UMH No. 393
SERMON “The Gift of Baptism” Rev. Judy Emerson
HYMN “When Jesus Came to Jordan” UMH No. 252



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Prayer Requests
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE
Announcements
Offertory (11:00 AM) “Gifts of The Magi” Chancel Choir
*Presentation of Gifts
*Doxology UMH No. 94

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

Holy God, the sacrament of baptism reminds us of all that we have received
and all that we are asked to give. We now listen anew for your guidance and
direction. Multiply these gifts so others may be baptized in your name. Amen.

*HYMN “Change My Heart, O God” TFWS No. 2152

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
*POSTLUDE



Announcements
January 12,2025

SOUPER BOWL - You can score a pre-made Souper Bowl meal by participating in our
Souper Bowl Fundraiser. The order form is in the bulletin and shows all the food
offerings that will be available. You can put your order forms in the offering plate or
give to Sandy Wean, Nancy Newcomer, or Valerie Hyer. We will collect the money upon
delivery of your order. Looking forward to a REALLY exciting game and making your
game day preparations effortless. Thank you for your participation. (FYI...Super Bowl
is 2/09/25 — GO RAVENS!!)

BIBLE STUDY - We will meet on Tuesdays from 9:30 — 11:00 AM in classroom #4.
Come and join Rev. Rick Gray and study the book of Matthew!

GIVING STATEMENTS - These are being handed out today and some were mailed
this past week. If you have any questions about your statement, please contact Lori
Rapids. Thank you!

WOMEN’S RETREAT - “Picture This” and plan to join us for our annual Women’s
Retreat on March 7th-8th in our own beautiful building. We will gather to enjoy a movie
together on Friday evening and then join again Saturday morning for good food, fun and
fellowship. If you cannot make it on Friday evening, you can watch the movie ahead of
time and just join us on Saturday. Registration forms with more information concerning
the theme and schedule are available in the narthex.

PLANNING DAY - The Administrative Council Planning Day will take place
immediately following the late worship service next Sunday. We will have a potluck
lunch followed by the meeting which will go no later than 3:00 PM. Please bring your
favorite dish to share and stay to help plan for 2025! Drinks and paper products will be
provided.
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Office: 410-795-6136
Website: ebenezerumchurch.org

Email:eumcwinfield@gmail.com
Pastor’s Email: revjac@aol.com

Office Hours
Tues - Thurs 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Church Office: 410-795-6136
Website: ebenezerumchurch.org
Email: eumcwinfield@gmail.com
Pastor’s Email: revjac@aol.com

Office Hours
Tues - Thurs 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon

OFFERING ATTENDANCE
Last Week: 01/05/25 $8,689. 110
WORSHIP LEADERS 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
Liturgist Susan Brown Deb Mathias
Ushers Lori Rapids Scott & Sharon Lange
Acolyte Kyle Flater Derek Jones
DATE EVENT TIME
Monday, January 13" Community Table 12:00 PM
Tuesday, January 14th . Bible S‘u.ldy B 9:30 — 11:00 AM
with Rev. Rick Gray
Wednesday, January 15® Children’s Choir 6:30—-7:15PM
’ Chancel Choir 7:30 PM
th WOW:’s via Zoom 6:30 PM
Thursday, January 16 Pachelbells 6:45 —7:30 PM
Saturday, January 18 Food Pantry 8:00-11:00 AM
Sunday, January 19t Ad Courggyplanmng 12:00 — 3:00 PM
Sunday, January 26" Children’s Church 11:00 AM
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